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It's been a long road full of environmental

. concerns, acres of expensive state land and
lots of planning. But that road behind city and
county officials is probably much longer than
the two-mile stretch ahead of them. They've
been working together for more than a decade
- trying to construct an extension of Mingus
Avenue. More
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Fort Verde, an Arizona state historic park, was
the prevailing topic of a special meeting
Tuesday in Camp Verde. “We're asking for
help. It's dying,” said longtime resident
Vaudene Glotfelty, who was among the
attendees. More

Shakespeare Sedona’s sixth season kicks off
with the history/thriller Richard Il on July 11
and continues with the romantic romp Love’s
Labour’s Lost on July 18. The two plays will run
in rep until July 26 at Sedona Red Rock High
School’s excellent new theatre facility. More
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Correction

The front page article in the July 9 Verde Independent/Camp Verde Bugle regarding
Yavapai County’s proposed property tax increase of 22 cents incorrectly stated that the
proposed tax increase would result in an additional tax burden of $220 on a home valued
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at $100,000.

The proposed tax increase of 22 cents would result in only a $22 increase on a home
valued at $100,000.
We regret the error.
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Mingus extension proves

wisdom of former
leaders

You may also obtain the
poll results in the printed
editions of the Verde
Independent and Camp
Verde Bugle.

Do you think Sheriff
Buck Buchanan is
treated fairly by the
Yavapai County Board
of Supervisors?

QO YES
O No

O 1 don't know

Vote
View Results

© 2003 All original content © copyright Verde Valley Newspapers Inc. and The Verde Independent Online and may not be

reprinted without permission. The Verde Independent Online and The Bugle Online are a service of Verde Valley Newspapers
Inc. Questions or comments should be addressed to webmaster@sedonaverdevalley.com. Verde Valley Online and The Verde

Independent Online are proud publications of Western Newspapers Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.verdevalleynews.com/VERDEVALLEYNE...eadline789388.asp?S=385&P=789388&PublD=11005 (2 of 3) [7/11/2003 6:44:27 PM]


http://www.westernnews.com/employment.htm
http://www.rainorshine.com/westernnews/index.ssf?$$ZIPCITY=Cottonwood,+az
http://www.verde.org/climate
http://www.verde.org/climate
http://www.verde.org/climate
http://www.verdevalleynews.com/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/sites/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/0477edition/myarticles789441.asp?P=789441&S=385&PubID=11005
http://www.verdevalleynews.com/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/sites/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/0477edition/myarticles789441.asp?P=789441&S=385&PubID=11005
http://www.verdevalleynews.com/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/sites/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/0477edition/myarticles789441.asp?P=789441&S=385&PubID=11005
http://www.verdevalleynews.com/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/sites/VERDEVALLEYNEWS/0477edition/myheadline789388.asp?view2109=1&S=385&P=789388&PubID=11005
http://www.verdevalleynews.com/copy.htm
mailto:webmaster@sedonaverdevalley.com

Verde Valley Online

http://www.verdevalleynews.com/VERDEVALLEYNE...eadline789388.asp?S=385&P=789388&PublD=11005 (3 of 3) [7/11/2003 6:44:27 PM]



Verde Valey Online

Verde Independent
Camp Verde Bugle
Kudos

VWSedona Real Estate

News

Sporis

Columns

Arts & Entertainment
Letters to Editor
Obituaries
Classifieds

Business

Subscribe

Weather

About Us

Our Other Publications
Article Search
Guestbook

Past Poll Results

Looking for a home or

land in the Verde Valley
Sedona area?

Verde

Valley
ém’mm

CLICK HERE

;y*."e_
Verde Independent News

Long Hard Road
Construction begins on Mingus Ave. extension

By ANGELA DE WELLES
Staff Reporter

It's been a long road full of environmental concerns, acres of expensive
state land and lots of planning.

Staff photo
by Angela De
Welles

COTTONWOOD
and Yavapai
County
officials turn
the first
shovels of
dirt to
officially
launch
construction
of the
Mingus

. Avenue

" extension

project from Cottonwood to Cornville Road.

But that road behind city and county officials is probably much longer than the
two-mile stretch ahead of them. They've been working together for more than a
decade trying to construct an extension of Mingus Avenue.

Members of the public along with county and city officials gathered Thursday to
break ground on the long-anticipated road. Construction begins Monday on the
project that first showed up on Cottonwood's area transit plan in1986.

"This is really a significant occasion for the Verde Valley," said Yavapai County
Supervisor Chip Davis.

When finished, the extension of Mingus will cross the Verde River with a 1,000-
foot bridge and will link with Cornville Road at Arizona 89A, creating a four-way
intersection.

In total the construction will cost $12 million. The county has paid $11 million
with funds from the half-cent sales tax. Cottonwood will contribute $1 million to
the project and will fund a traffic signal at the Main Street and Mingus Avenue
intersection.
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Davis and other speakers at the groundbreaking expressed frustration at the
many obstacles endured during the planning process.

"Once we would jump through hoops they would create new hoops," Davis
said.

He continued by listing the number of state and federal agencies he and others
involved with the project have had to work with.

"That's all for our little two-mile road," he said.

The final "hoop" was jumped through in February when the county spent a little
over $2 million for 369 acres of land from the Arizona State Land Department.

The purchase was necessary for environmental clearance from a couple of
other government agencies. The land won't even be used for the extension
itself, but is for the conservation of the endangered plant species, the cliff rose.

Another endangered species reportedly makes its home near the construction
path. The Southwestern willow flycatcher nests near the Verde River.
Construction will be halted between February and May to accommodate the
birds.

Animals and plants aside, the people were happy Thursday. The
groundbreaking represented the culmination of a lot of work.

"It is a great day to finally be standing here and dig some dirt," said Cottonwood
Mayor Ruben Jauregui.

Other speakers echoed the mayor's remarks. State representatives Lucy
Mason and Tom O'Halleran were on hand and both applauded the joint efforts
of the city and county.

"This is just one great project,” O'Halleran said. "Yes, it may mean more growth
... this is just the right way to do things."

More growth is what Jess Dominguez hopes for. He owns The Leaf Line in Old
Town Cottonwood and has a home and green house right next to where the
new Mingus extension will be.

"I'm excited but we're going to have to do some re-zoning," Dominguez said.

Right now his land is zoned for residential use, but he wants it to be
commercial and says other neighbors agree.

"It would allow me to have my green house here," he said. "Maybe | could have
a nursery here and sell my fountains.”

Cottonwood City Manager Brian Mickelsen said a change in zoning could be a
possibility, depending on how the new road works in a residential area.

"There may be a transition for that over the years," he said.

Dominguez said he bought the property because of the planned extension. He
looks forward to the increased traffic and the shortcut to Arizona 89A.

"All of this area is growing," he said. "We've just got to go with the growth ...
we've got to keep up with it. | don't want to be left behind."
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